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INTRODUCTION  

 
The Charter Township of Garfield has developed this second amendment to the 2012 5-year Parks 

and Recreation Master Plan to recognize the Traverse Area Recreational Trails (TART) Boardman 

River Trail and to amend the Township’s land acquisition map. The Plan Amendment contains the 

following information:  

 Description of the planning process 

 Description of the public input process  

 The Boardman River Trail is a planned land and water trail which was first conceived by 

TART in 2010. The land portion of the trail is a 24-mile trail that follows the Boardman 

River Valley from Traverse City to the North Country Trail (NCT). Most of the proposed 

trail is in forested area on existing dirt paths and two-tracks. From the NCT users can 

continue on to connect with the Vasa Pathway and head back to Traverse City via the TART 

Trail, resulting in a 46-mile loop. The water portion of the trail is along the Boardman River 

from the upper navigable portions of the river to the confluence with West Grand Traverse 

Bay. Together, the land and water elements of the Boardman River Trail will offer a unique 

recreational opportunity to residents and visitors alike. 

 
 The Amended Acquisition Plan is intended to replace pages 47 and 58 of the adopted 

Five-Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan. The amendments show a change in the 

protection status of previously identified and now protected properties, and a desire to 

acquire additional property adjacent to the Hickory Hills Ski Area to improve this resource 

and to provide better access to the park for Township residents.  
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PL ANNING PROCESS  
This Plan Amendment was prepared to reflect certain goals and park planning documents of other 

agencies which also provide or advocate for recreational opportunities in Garfield Township and the 

Grand Traverse region in general.  

The Boardman River Trail was first conceived by Traverse Area Recreational Trails (TART), 

Traverse City's primary trail advocacy group. A steering committee comprised of various additional 

partners such as the Grand Traverse Hiking Club, Grand Traverse Conservation District, and Grand 

Traverse Regional Land Conservancy formed in 2010 to explore the feasibility of developing a 24-

mile trail that follows the Boardman River Valley from Traverse City to the North Country Trail 

(NCT). Most of the proposed trail is in forested area on existing dirt paths and two-tracks. From the 

NCT users can continue on to connect with the Vasa Pathway and head back to Traverse City via 

the TART Trail, resulting in a 46-mile loop.  

A ribbon cutting for phase I of this trail, from Mayfield Pond to the North Country Trail, was held 

on October 8, 2014. Sections II and III are still being developed. Section III, the section nearest to 

Traverse City, will utilize existing singletrack trails within the Boardman Valley Nature Preserve and 

the wider bike path along Boardman Lake.  

With the ongoing removal of three dams on the Boardman River, it became apparent that the 

Boardman River Trail could also function as a water trail. The intent of this plan amendment is to 

recognize TART's efforts in establishing this trail to date, and to plan for future water trail elements.  

 

The amended land acquisition program reflects public sentiment for increased access to four-

season recreation within Hickory Hills (owned by the City of Traverse City) and Hickory Meadows 

(owned by the Traverse City/Garfield Township Joint Recreation Authority). In June of 2014, and 

following a public planning process, the Hickory Hills Master Plan was completed. As noted in 

this plan, there is an opportunity for expanded four-season recreation within this park. Because the 

park is currently only accessible via Randolph Road (which is not convenient for Township 

residents), there is also a need for a secondary access point. The purpose of the amended land 

acquisition project is to identify potential land acquisitions which help to meet these needs and 

opportunities.  

 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS  
Because this plan amendment is primarily intended to recognize these parallel park planning efforts, 

descriptions of each of those public processes are included below.  

Boardman River Trail  

The stakeholder committee was responsible for the development and outreach of the plan. Public 

outreach included members attending various township and city commissions, including planning 

commissions and advisory councils. The Boardman River Trail plan was officially endorsed by the 
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Village of Kingsley and the Brown Bridge Advisory Council. While generally met with widespread 

enthusiasm, including a ribbon cutting celebration in Mayfield, and acknowledgement as an 

important link to the North Country Trail, there remains work to be done. The steering committee 

is currently working closely with the Natural Education Reserve Advisory council to address their 

concerns about the location of bicyclists within the reserve.  

Hickory Hills Master Plan  

As noted above, the Hickory Hills Master Plan included substantial public input, including two 

community surveys, a public open house and comment opportunity, and a final public presentation. 

The results of these surveys are included in the analysis portion of the master plan.  

Garfield Rec Plan Amendment 

Regarding the public input process for this amendment, the most significant source of public input 

were comments recently received during the development of the original 2012 Master Plan. 

Additionally, the public was able to attend regular meetings of the Parks and Recreation 

Commission, at which discussions were held and drafts were reviewed.  

Once in final form, the draft plan amendment to this Parks and Recreation Master Plan was made 

available for review for a one-month public review process, beginning on February 10, 2015 and 

extending until March 10, 2015.  

An open meeting was held by the Parks and Recreation Commission on February 18, 2015 to take 

comment on the proposed amendments. A noticed public hearing was held by the Township Board 

on March 10, 2015. No public comment was made regarding the Plan Amendment at either of these 

meetings. A copy of the notice of availability for plan review, notice of the public hearing following 

plan review, and copies of meeting agendas and minutes are attached.  

 
AMENDED GOALS AND OBJECTIVES  
Amended goals and objectives include the recognition of the Boardman River Trail with both land 

and water elements, and certain amendments to the Township’s Land Acquisition Plan.  

 
OTHER ELEMENTS  
None other than as described above.  
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Boardman River Land and Water Trail 

 

LAND ELEMENT:   
As planned, the Boardman River Land Trail will be developed in three stages (see map 

at left). The first, between the Village of Mayfield and the North Country Trail, was 

opened in fall of 2014. The remaining downstream sections of the land trail remain in 

the planning and development stages. Once complete, the 24-mile land trail will 

connect to the North Country Trail, the VASA Trail and the TART Trail, resulting in 

a 46-mile loop.  

WATER ELEMENT:  
As described on Page 30 of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan, efforts are 

underway to remove three impoundments on the Boardman River. The uppermost 

dam, at Brown Bridge, was removed in 2013. As the remaining two dams are 

removed, it will be possible to float the river unimpeded from the uppermost 

navigable stretches downstream to the Union Street Dam in Traverse City after 

paddling Boardman Lake. The river stretch of this trail will end at the Township's 

Boardman Valley Nature Preserve, just to the south of West South Airport Road.  

Other key access points to the river are identified on the Grand Traverse 

Conservation District's Boardman River Watershed Map, which follows on Page 6.   

COMBINED RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES: 
By designating each of the land and water elements as a combined Boardman River 

trail system, a unique combined recreational opportunity will be realized. For example, 

it will be possible to start with a bike at any location on the land trail, and take the trail 

upstream to any of the river access points, where the bikes could be swapped for 

kayaks for a relaxing and cooling trip back down the river. While this would take some 

planning, there is also opportunity for stakeholders to work with existing local livery 

services to provide this opportunity. This high-value recreational experience would be 

popular with visitors and residents alike. 

IDENTIFICATION: 
Identification of the trail system will be by way of kiosks and a way-finding signage 

system which is currently in the development stages.   

BOARDMAN R IVER LAND TRAIL MAP  

MAP PREPARED BY 

AND COURTESY OF 

TART  TRAILS  
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BOARDMAN R IVER WATER TRAIL MAP  

MAP PREPARED BY 

AND COURTESY OF :   
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space development can protect and enhance the green infrastructure, while often creating 

useable nature areas for Township residents. When evaluating any application for land use 

development, the Township should analyze the existing natural characteristics of the 

development site, as well as the relation of those natural features to surrounding properties, to 

identify and encourage the preservation of these natural features.  

Table 4, below, identifies priority properties that have been identified for acquisition or protection 

though a conservation easement. The Green Infrastructure Plan map (see page 58) shows the 

location of each priority property, as well as other natural features such as streams and wetlands. As 

time permits, the Township should perform greater analysis of other green infrastructure elements such 

as significant woodlands. As noted above, though a particular property may not be indicated on the 

plan, efforts should be made to protect green infrastructure at all scales.  

Map Index Name Method of Protection 

A1 Silver Lake Connection to W. Silver Lake Road Acquisition 

A2 Commons State 40, Ransom Parcel Acquisition 

A3 Oleson PUD Open Space and Wetlands Donation 

A4 Oleson, Schmude Wetlands Acquisition 

A5 Applebees Parcel Aquisition, Access Emnt 

A6 Commerce Center Wetland Donation , Access Emnt 

A7 City-Owned Boardman Parcel Acquisition 

A8 Kroupa Acquisition 

A9 Traverse Software Acquisition 

A10 Cass Road Self Storage Donation or Cons. Emnt, Access Emnt. 

A11 
Miller Creek Corridor; BVNP / Miller Creek 
Connector Donation or Cons. Emnt, Access Emnt. 

A12 BVNP Parcels Acquisition 

A13 Logan Valley Pond Donation or Cons. Emnt 

A14 Misc. West Boardman River Parcels Acquisition 

A15 Misc. East Boardman River Parcel Easements Easement 

A16 Fraser Parcel Acquisition 

A17 Future East Side Community Park? Acquisition 

A18 SVEC, McClain, Godziebiewski Parcels Acquisition 

A19 Airport Approach Donation 

A20 Boydz Acquisition 

A21 Misc. Commons/Hickory Connections Acquisition  

A22  Logan Valley Development Acquisition  

CE1 Lewis, Church, Outlet Mall, Tireland Parcels Donation or Conservation Emnt 

CE2 Sleder Wetlands Donation or Conservation Esmt 

CE3 C D F, Chelsea Park Donation, Acquisition via PUD, Cons. Emnt 

P1 S. Airport Road Protected 

P2 Silver Lake Road Conservation Easement Protected 

P3 Lowes Wetlands Protected 

P4 Hughes Drive Protected 

P6 Misc. Ongoing Acquisitions Protected 

PUB 1 Future East Side Community Park? Publicly Owned (BPW) 

SP1 Silver Lake Elementary School School Park 

SP2 TC West High School School Park 

SP3 TC West Middle School School Park 

P4 Former Sabin Elementary Playgrounds Donation 

SP6 Traverse Bay Christian School School Park 

 Table 4 – Green Infrastructure Program 
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